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If vou're comfused about the names
of the Grand Banks models, don't e,
Perhaps | ¢an shed some light on the
evolution of this popular icon of vachis,

What we're really dealing with here
is a redesign and improvements on 4
product, and more specifically, the hull.
Why would a company with arguably
the most popular production motorvacht
design in history want to make a
chinge? Well, the simple answer is “wel-
come to the 21st century; this isn't vour
srandpa’s world anymore.” A whole new
generation of boaters has come along
with a wish list of upgrades and
improvements, and topping the list is
inerensed speed,

I've always admired the simplicity
of the design of the Grand Banks 42.
flonsidering this bout was conceived
back in the early 1960s, her populari-
ty is 4 testament to the staying power
ol the original concept of the designer
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and builder and the fierce loyalty of
legions of owners.

A LOYAL FOLLOWING
The original design, with few
changes, lasted undl 1991 when Grand
Banks revised the initial concept with
a litde more beam and with slightly more
rake to the stem. Even with the revi-
sions the changes were subtle encugh
not o turn off loval fans. In fact, only
the most careful observers could detect
that any changes had occurred at all.
But, it was alwavs about the look —
speed performance was largely ignared.
Several vears ago | had the pleasure
of visiting Grand Banks” building vard in
'gsir Gudang, Malavsia, just across the
St raits of Jolhor from Singapore. | was sur-
prised as | had not expected to see such
a huge and modemn facilioe, which was
then tuming out Grand Banks 425 along
with the company’s Eastbay mocdels.

The facility had separate productio:
areas for hulls, decks and HLI[)&,-HLHIL[LII'II}C
joiner worls, metal work ane for the final

assembly. Also, the yard had a large cite-
teria for hundreds of emplovees as wel
as an impressive office staff area. Back
aspeet of the building of the Grand Banks
42 was planned and followed on a post
ed schedule board detailing the jo
deseription down to the nuts, bolts and
serews that were needed for each task

At the time of my visit the number
of Grand Banls 42s built was somewher:
in the 1,400s and counting. While I was
able to closely inspect the huilding meth
ods, my main focus was on the shape o
the hull,

I noted the warped bottom formiog
almost a flat or horizontal transom dead
rise, the deep keel and the small ol
ders — eouldn't help wonder why this
maodel had heen so successful for @
many vears, Certainly owners didil
champion the slower speeds that th
hull shape offered, or maybe they jul
didi't realize how meh horsepows



they were losing with the inef-
fietemey of the holl design.

My eonelusion was that the
fupieal Grand Banks 42 owner
it eare: much about speed
dnt that it was the aura of the
wrerall design and attention to
detail that sold the hoat.

FASTER, BIGGER

Ties changed and the
impetition hegan offering
fiarer and more efficient hulls,
while customers asled for more inte-
rinrspace. Grand Banks made the deci-
o o meet the needs of a new gen-
weation of boaters, In order to accom-
olish this puash info a more modern prod-
wit they tuened to the design firm,
Sparkman & Stephens, Thus was horn
the Grand Banlis 44 Heritage EUL

Sparkman & Stephens made some
ol the game observations 1 had and
desned a new hull that was 14 inch-
wswider than the original Grand Banks
12, while mereasing the overall length
o foet, 6 inches and adding 6 inch-

tle more rake to the stem and a litde
micre flare in the bow, the overall appear-
ance was hardly a radical departure from
the venerable Grand Banks 42, Mot sur-
prisingly, the extra bean, dioeper-V hol-
tom and adiditional length added up to
a displacement gain of elose to M per-

cent, Here the solution was to just add

more horsepower,

What catches my eve are the dil-
ferences in the shapes of the hull bot-
toms. As T noted before, the old Grand
Banls 42 had a rather conventional V-

shaped bottom forward, but as
the centerline of the hull pro-
ceeded ait it became nearly par-
allel with the chine producing
a warped bottom surface and
almcst zero deadrise ar the stem,
all combining o creale o very
inefficient minning surkace.
The new holl climinated the
warping of the bottom into a tlat
transom by caveving a V' osee-
tiom to the steen, So what, vou
sy, Well, the designers gave the

Cirand Banks 44 a much improved run-

ning bottom compared to the 4l-year-
ald design of the 42 without upsetring
the traditionalists by making only sub-
te changes to the sutward appearance,
Well done!

Next inorder not o compromise the
increased efficiency of the new hatton,
the old-style full-depth keel was replaced
with a more modern shallow-depth ver
sion, This type of keel acts ina number
af wavs. (1) Tt provides dircetional sta-
hility when ander way; (2) it act as a
longitudinal strength member in the hull

Meeting Your Docking Needs

+ Imagine NOT having the hassle of taking your fenders ON and OFF every time you go in and out of your ship.
» Are vou tired of having your fenders constantly riding up on the docks, getting your hull marked up or worse?
+ Paying for expensive hull rub-outs or repairs? @ Big boat, small slip? * Do you singlehand your voase]?

E + Tired of having veur spouse or friends jumping ofl'a moving boat onto a shaky dock?

We have great news for you! HMS is now manifacturing a wew style of Dock Bumper.
These new NON-MARRING bumpers mount an your dock, making hassling with fenders a thing of
fhe past. Not only is the new style of bumper extremely durable, it is also removable so you can take it
E with you if you move. Now available in three mounting formats to help protect your investment.

For more information and a FREE Price Quote please call us at (800) 501-0607
or visit us on the Internet at www.holmesms.com é
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The interior of this perennial Grand Banks
deserves plenty of credit for the boat's sto-
ried success, The open and inviting salon
gives as much attention to practicality as it
does to classic styling. The engine room
provides a decent amount of space to poke
around, and the flybridge makes fair-
weather eruising a joy.

hottom; (3 it provides o landing area
for lanlonts: (4 it eliminates unneces-
sary resistancee for benter speed and foel
efficiency and (5] it offers better mane-
verbility and torning abilicy,

The old hracketed swim step was
eliminated in favor of a melded-in one,
which increased the waterline length
anather couple of feer — a caleulated
mieve made to inerease holl speed and
by puat a smile on the designers face,

TUMNMNELING FOR A
BETTER DESIGN

Sparkman & Stephens also incor-
porated propeller tunnels into the hull.
This allowed the designers to maintain
a reasonable shaft angle while inereas-
ing the prop diameters for inereased effi-
cieney and allowing the engines 1o be
positioned farther aft in the haat,

The assumption here was that the
weight distrilationn of the boat had been
prrccalvndated wd e Tl Tl Bea
designed so thac the Bster hudl would
have its center of buovaney farther att
than its slower predecessor. An added
advantage to placing the engines far-
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ther aft is that the amangement oifercd
some additional living space forwand of
the engine room. ln addition, prop tun-
nels allowed the designers to shallow
up the dealt by raising the position of
the propellers, thus decreasing the draft
herween the tips of the props to the sea
hotrom, OF course, this decreased drait
allowed the boat to operate in much
shallonver waters, great for places such
as the Caribbesn.

The introduction of wnnels o the
Cirand Banks 44 might be considerad a
new and modern concept o some.
Architects have been incorporating tun-
nels in the vast majority of their designs
for more than 25 years — through the
ase of tank testing they have been able
oy peting the various shapes that work
well for hulls suired for dilferent objee-
tives. This sometimes might invobee
designing three dilferent tunnel inserts
thatcan be swapped and fitted w the par-
ent holl medel and then tesced under
inereasing speeds and sinalated sea con-
clitions to dedermine mininm resistance
andl thie most eficient ruoning angles.

Ervosb sy Eh siond b e iegais
to the design of the tunnels is consid-
eration of the water flow ac the entry
paint, the deptlin relation o the water-
line, the tip clearance of the props w

the hull, the distanee feom the transom,
corner reliel and the angle of exit, Thes:
points, plus other considerations to
nmerons to mention here, are crucial
to the ultimate suecess of the project
andl should be carefully theught-out dur
ing the initial hull design before going
to the tanlki for testing,

[ am often asked why naval archi-
tects have to test new maodels to refine
aed "de-bug” the hull lines, The e
son s that each hull has a different mis
sion, and i6s fairly cheap insuranee for
the owner to koo that his other design
is going to properly perform betore e
expensive project is launched. In te
case of the Grand Banks, the extensive
tank testing of the new hull design ws
imperative as the company was comn
mitting a very large amount of money
for all the tooling that went into a pro-
duction praject as hig as this,

1,500 AND COUNTING

W finally get to the Grand Banls
47 Heritage. The model is still the “old®
Crrand Banks 44 — the company
decided last vear to adopt the American
ot and Yacht Couneil (ABYC) stane
dards for boat measurement, With the
addition of the molded-in swim platform
the new length is 46 feet, 5 inches, s
the model beeomes a Grand Banlis 47,

Far all those naysayers who are shal
ing their heads and fretting that Grand
Banks has deserted the concepe of cruis
ing at a leisurely pace by opting for the
modern, faster hudl, T wouddn't be oo
concerned, Your options may be o just
throtrie baclk on the new higger engine
micachel or T a used Grand Banks. Adter
all, there are more than 1,500 of the
similar-looking Grand Banlis 425 om
there cruising the world o choose from,
Visit wanw grandlamks.com for more
information. &
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