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Grand Banks 39 Eastbay SX

NEW TAKE ON AN OLD CLASSIC WAS 10 YEARS COMING — AND WORTH THE WAIT

BY TOM THOMPSON

IFTHERE'S'ONE BOAT NAMEPLATE that evokes classic style, it’s Grand
Banks. Since the company launched its Eastbay series a decade
ago, the Downeast-style express cruiser has carried on the tradi-
tion. So why would you change an icon?

The new 39 Eastbay SX is an evo-
lutionary update to the popular 38
Eastbay. The recognizable lines are
still there, but they’re softer and more
contemporary. Subtle curves appear

in the superstructure instead of hard
edges and angles. Those graceful,
sweeping lines are a hint of what’s
inside — a tasteful blend of wood, fab-
ric and leather that’s an exceptional-

ly comfortable living space for a cruis-
ing couple.

INSIDE OUT

The slightly larger dimensions of
the 39 Eastbay SX are put to good use
in the cabin. For salon seating, you
can choose between an L-shaped set-
tee that runs along the port and aft,
or a shortened version that makes
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room for an optional second Stidd cap-
tain’s chair, designed to match the one
at the helm. Sight lines from any seat
in the salon are excellent. Fresh air
is abundant too, with a‘windshield cen-
ter section that opens, sliding glass
panels on both sides, a pair of hatch-
es overhead and a large sliding door
to the cockpit.

A wood table with foldout leaves
serves the settee, and there’s a
chart table on the port side for a work
surface. Along the starboard side,
behind the helm, there’s a wet bar
on top of a storage cabinet extend-
ing to the cockpit door. I thought the
curved, leather-covered door beneath

An Inside Look

TESTER’S OPINION

“Grand Banks did a commendable job
in keeping the essence of the classic by main-
taining the traditional look while updating
the performance and the amenities.”

NEW AND IMPROVED — “Classic” strikes
again on board the 39 Eastbay SX, which
is a refined version of Grand Banks' previ-
ous model, the 38 Eastbay. The usual
handcrafted woodwork is present
throughout the vessel, but improvements
such as a brighter galley and additional
storage are a welcome change.
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Grand Banks 39

Eastbay SX
LOA 42 ., 2in. |
Beam 13 ft, 2 in. |
Draft 2it, 4in.
Weight 28,000 ibs
Fugl capacity 352 gals.
Water capacity 100 gals.
Base power Twin 455 hp Caterpillar C-7s
Power as tested Twin Yanmar 500 hp
B6CXM-GTE2 diesels
Basa price Contact yaur focal dealer.
PERFORMANCE SPECS
Top speed 32 knots
NMPG @ 25 knot cruise vis

250 nautical mi‘les
(w/10% reserve)
84 dB

Range @ 25 knot cruise

Sound level @ cruise

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Stidd helm seat, electric stove, microwave oven,
refrigerator, freezer, VacuFlush toilet, Bose
entertainment system, Kahlenberg air horn.

OPTIONAL FEATURES
Generator, air conditioning, bow thruster, blue
hull color.

CONSTRUCTION
Hull is sofid fiberglass 1o chine: Closed-cell foam
coring used on upper portions as well as decking.

COMPANY PROFILE

Years in Dusiness 44
Number of employees 1,300
Boat lines Heritage and Eastbay Series
B S

Grand Banks Yachts Ltd., Seattle, WA; (800)
809-0909; www.grandbanks.com

WEST COAST DEALERS

Grand Yachts Inc., Vancouver, B.C.; (604)
687-8943; www.grandyachts.com

Grand Yachts Inc., Sidney, B.C.; (250) 248-
8772; www.grandyachts.com

Oceanic Yacht Sales, Sausalito, CA; (415)
331-0533; wwwoceanicyachts.com

Passage Maker Yachts, Seaitle, WA; (206)
675-9975; www.passagemakeryachts.com
Stan Miller Ya;:hts, Long Beach, CA; (562)
598-9433; www.stanmilleryachts.com

Stan Miller Yachts, Newport Beach, CA; (949)
675-3467; www.stanmilleryachts.com

Stan Miller Yachts, San Diego, CA; (619) 224-
1510; www.stanmilleryachts.com

the stainless steel sink was very
attractive.

The helm is elegant in its sim-
plicity. The uncluttered look has
gauges centered on a wood-framed
panel in front of the steering wheel,
while another wood panel above has
space for a large-screen electronics
display, with room leftover for a cou-
ple of smaller accessories.

The old 38 Eastbay had a sailboat-

VacuFlush toilet comes standard, and
the built-in vanity cabinet also features
a Corian countertop.

SEE HOW SHE RUNS
Traditionalists may scoff at going
fast, but the 39 Eastbay SX can move
out smartly if you want to do so. She
has 1,000 horses under the hood in
the pair of Yanmar 6CXM-GTE2
diesels. Cruising speed for this power

Traditionalists may scoff at going fast,
but the 39 Eastbay SX can move out
smartly if you want to do so.

like companionway that led to the gal-
ley and the staterooms. This is gone
on the 39. Now, the galley is open to
the salon as well as to daylight pour-
ing in from the windshield above. A
U-shaped settee with a dining table
is located to port and converts to a
berth when needed. The galley, on
the starboard side, features a Corian
countertop and includes a two-burn-
er electric stove, an under-counter
refrigerator/freezer and a microwave
oven.

The master stateroom, complete
with roomy storage space in the lock-
ers as well as ample drawers, has a
queen berth on the centerline. There’s
good cross-ventilation from the port-
lights in the trunk cabin and the over-
head hatch. The head compartment,
located just aft of the galley, has an
enclosed shower with a clear, circu-
lar doorway. This is a big improvement
over the wet head on the 38. A

package is in the high 20-knot range,
and she tops out at 32. The cruising
fuel burn is just above 20 gallons per
hour.

The C. Raymond Hunt-designed
hull got on plane quickly, and accel-
eration was smooth through the
entire power curve. Sea conditions
were bumpy on test day, but we were
comfortable and dry inside the
enclosed cabin; the wide bow flare
deflected spray from the windshield
very well. The boat tracked through
the waves without wavering and had
very little lean doing tight turns at
cruising speed.

The 39 Eastbay SX is a skillful blend
of old and new. Grand Banks has suc-
cessfullv updated a classic with mod-
ern amenities, and though it took a
decade to make the change, it was
worth the wait. @&

@ CONTACT: GRAND BANKS YACHTS LTD,,
SEATTLE, WA; (800) 809-0909; WW\W.GRANDBANKS COM
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