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Grand Banks
55 Eastbay SX
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THE NEW 55 EASTBAY SX S A DEPARTURE FROM GRAND BANKS PAST,

AND A CRUISABLE WORK OF ART

BY JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
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While Inspecting the interior of the |13'f€1munl [tk Fasthay 555X,

e

uorelmin Lmumg.p@jiul;ur Sheryl Crosy song flashed inaned it of oy
riind, 1o o hmﬁwﬁquu 1il -:ic:_-,-m;ﬁ{mtl T tniis | addded my own
relrain; .':kjw Tru‘é ]'Euﬁ?.rwggu‘. &

'-.'-.Imr:r tlue |~.-r~n‘§ &Imie al mr)@ Banlss Yachts decided 1o rede-
sign lJI;\=L Faslhiry 5 _"i"ucnul ]Mnc‘lnwui salocn madel and the
I.1rg<.ﬁf in thair S5 huﬁe@]m II,J%‘W bzuar Ly lislening exlensively

,,;n og.i-u s Al |J:*1Iv§fﬁ’£¢gﬁs\|_\g§wtmm ok wionlel belp puide the
o Fll'f:fl'frauﬁ Retaining 1} |("-f<e$,aﬂ%1!ﬂd rlornanes and seaveorthiness of
?M- o [l'% ariginal O, Ray 1 ll_|rj}t2&-%&ﬁ§)c wabes ol clesign was ki a proven
Y" .Ej;r‘l nelalicen bora e v “J.F.Iﬂ"'ldi_d b e o e il prodoe-
w‘I on stancdards, hsario |~.~}i‘a~fng spaces and the meticuloosly crafted

wintertees that set Grangd F;_zfnk'-.‘r(.c fils i g catedory ol Tholy o,

“In cir discussions with osmers who used their boals exlensialy
e ancd mere ol thedr toeus was upoin the saloon, e main lving
areasaid Davin Flensel, Grand Banks' divector aof masketing."So we
gxtended the declibouse by iree feel making (o brightenmore aiy
inericr with Jarges windows and an opening sunaeol”

Thiis ir v vy dlestiosed e classio stele lines of the vacht which,
froma s pently raked steorand wmodestly springs sheer o Ts cane
fully v ed transcin, Jocks well Balanced toomy eve [T anything,
the aclded Beauly s o propertional o the usable space i creates,
G Banks' designers s as meticulos aboul oolside details as
ey aire aboul inserior detasls, jucdging trom the care aken to paind
Pl Fareriese hro-bnells o the boomstripe with the zame Awel-Orip, mak-
ine then vistally disappear,

Oy dect, sabety 15 key for those shonost mewe aroud ad 1end
o Ties, o deplov and retvieve the anchor, Boarding the Fasthay
355K Tromn a Dealiog doek Fom he ealeslatted swin platform s
threigh s substantial transonm doce supgtied willa ety slaie
lesis steed lateling mechanizm Urat will neser come open accidenlai-
T O bt Droaat Tl i Baand=laniel lesabeplanked cociplt sole, pracisels
installed and caolked, with batch covers that Tised up fore and aft,
The cochpit isactually larger than the one found on the 54 3% with
anvall-fcing hench seal thay cleviesly coneeals engine raoim access
under ene of its cushions,

Tl breaads lead up nto the cabin, as well oz oo e side decls.
Fatcellent Sl nonsskio e the wide walkable side decks, bard-
romand cabin top help konock doser glare and improve ooting when
conditions are damp, Stoul welded stainless sleal handrails malae
e anailion o cockpil o side decks sadarand inciuce aowelded
secondiney wail Lo help koo crew on deck, There ame opening sec-
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o ap bothe gides e hose Des whien syonaee boawding omea
fimed-heioht docl, The high-gloss fealk tog mil, as well as 1he leak
navigalion Hoht boards hearlen Back to the traditicns ol all wood
Gl Barks, Stamnless steel chocks and oversized cleals wilh large
backing plates are positicned o securing the boal pecperly ot (he
ok o inaslip There are even pop-up cleats at dedicated o fender
cleployment, making doclkbnes oo mooning clials casics 1o acdjnsl,
simaband release,

e stanclasd saloom ayout an the new Eastbay 55 55 inclodes 2
Tingge sealing ama o porl faeing o long, beaoatiful eal entertainment
center trestarboan] honsing the stereo systom and T oo adifll as well ns
i it stovage and a refrigerstor A high-es felding table of quarers
s leak, ladngly matched inograln and color, serves as cocktall or
chirner tabide for s comtoralile sofa Theres a second sealing ares wo
et b, opposite the heim for those who want o keep the helns
oy undoerea and hidden in the sreture bebwesn the oo

WHETHER IM THE CLEVER COMCEALED EMNGIMNE ROOM ACCESS (TOP)
FROM THE COCIKPIT, QR THE STUNMING MASTER (RIGHT], THE GRAMD
BAMNKS TRATHTION OF TEAK-ENRICHED DESIGN COMES THROUGH.







lonmpes,a slideout oo locker provicdes
slomane for 10 svine bottles The triangutar
feak table fow the forwand loungs pivoabs
o ke aecess casion There 15 an optian
fo replace thiz foreanl sealing lounge
with g single or bench style Skl seal
For thie e G guests. I you] prefer to
[ Trcene seatingd all, wou can opt ora
lzrrel chairand ottcaman i liew of the
starhoar] entertainment center,

The other interesting aplion for he
saloon is w being the galles op Trom
Hie accormnadation level and locate |
in the aft port corner, moving the arge
founge Foreard and eliminaling the
simall lunge This appeals e those who
clont need the eslin seating and wondld
prrefer o minimize e ey of trips
thwn and up e reach e accommie

18 (standa
doreted) 251000
I Cat C-18 diasele

ilaticens,

Staling is consislenl with contempo-
tary trends established by Grand Banls
Fachis in their new models dating back
Erte Jast five Lo sis yearswith laroe banel:
col: ternpered safety glass windows all
aroend for outstanding vizibilitg plos &

jrair ot corved afl cornes window's that
acled transpareney ina faditionad prob
lemm speot, The use ol carelully matched tealk i Bulkhaeads, Boill in
fermiture and cabietny conlinues sl he standarnd for it Enish
and beauly The satin fnish s achieved with six coals of vamish [
sicle (seven coals oulsiile ) and Grand Banks offers an option of high
oives Anash, as well,

Wi of aur eustomers stll want e single-haned soowe gave them
quick aceess o he side decks with an oubsard-opening amd lalching
doot Hensel said, They alse give 1he helmsman a bighly adjostabale,

combortable Stidd Admival helm seat and ling teakernmed steesing -

wileel aking il easy wostand orsitwhile undersas The beli conscla
i ladel ot with b large Ravomaine B2 mudtifunction displays in
mingd et with veomm left areer for the aotopilolane VHE close af hand,

THE EASTEAY 55 TASTING WIDE-OPEN SPEED (TOP) TRAGKS
“EASILY; HELM (BELOW) HAS BEEN MOVED FORWARD FOR

VISIBILITY. ADDED SPACE OFENS UP THE SALOON (RIGHT
BOTTOM) YET LEFT A SPACIOUS COCKPIT (RIGHT TOF).

Theme were several nice lodches to appreciate: & rudder angle indica-
tor i monnted alvend of e wheel, the conteal far the Sleipner Side-
o by thuster is easy booreach josl abead of the digital engine
conleols, and aehart Hat is ineluded jost o port—a peaclical fealune
that Girael Dernkes oneners el simiply not decswithout,

The hebm is alse positioned closer 10 the wingshicld than wasthe
cage on e 53 35, and the sense of improved sisibiling is prodournd.
Thrae larse Exalto windshicld washerfwipers controlied by a towch-
pad should keep wisibabiny forward perlectly clear The electrical
pared set on the fece of 2 panel just o port of aned Deeloss e wheel,
inclhudes six keved remote Batbery switehes, so vou wor'L need to
citer the enging roco e bueo on cr off all the battery banks 1 fact,
Ihere isa dav hatch i the gordeous leak-and-biolly calsin sole.on the
cenlertine very near the belim, for these whe ssant o drop dosen and
do Ruid checks wilbiont eotering 1he eogine moom from the ookl
Cwverhead, the cpticnal poweractuatod Trenl Marine senmaf slicdes
smoolhly and quictly apen and shotand inclodes hideaway Ooean-
Adr seroens o Dlock oul umasnted sun when desired

O the aceommesdation level of The provicns 54 55, the galley
wins Llshaped and set b port acoross fromea dinetle (o olficedstate.
rezarm ), with the mnstar i the boss The nes Hasthay 55 53 lavonl
stretches the galley oot alon e paorl side, plices te master state-
ooty Lo port and retains o large guest stateroony, The galley secms
maeh e spacions, well 1 o the windows overhead
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I the palley the micewsee s inslailod ol aloe the optionas)
dranite countertopwith the door opening foreard asensible place
il for ase undereay Lots of clever storage ideas appear in ansas
that mishl have been wasted spice olherwise, The deep stainless
steel sink, large and enough o hold soaking pols,is below the micro-
wave ard within easy reach of the e belows-countes, drawerstiyle
Witriiripgo relrigeralors,

Srovape s volumimoes enoudh lor lving aboasd for longer eriises;
Beneath the steps, under the scle, beneath e sefrige ralors, annd osven
the connters Twin opering portholes bring mare light and the op-
tiven oof fresh air when sou want i,

“There was alse a faly amount of Tiving space devated Lo the
accommodations cn the lower level ferwand i the 30 55 that we

anted 1o preserve” Flensel said as we walloed through the lower

ragansatt Bay withren aduits, 158
£yl gl water ancl 453 gal ol fual
ﬁ aboard, Seurd |svels measurad
: al the pilathouse. helm tin dB-A,
cia Fuel consumption messueee by
| the Caterpillas elictronic enging
managemEit ystem.

GFH  dBial

KnoTS eck, Whal ey achiceod Dist wis a
spacious starboard owners slaleraon
with enough Hoor space te allow easy
access i bolh sides of the large berth,
The failt-in bureso with dreers along
the Rull side is o gorgeous piece of
ek Turnifore voutl Bae proud o hove
i any home, Aol (he 2o saite head
compartment offers Kind of privacy
anel fuxuey Grangd Banls owiners hive
corme e expect with Coran sinks and
countertops, separate shower stalls
anl Sealand Yacuilush Mabs,

I the halheay leading tothe meest
stateroom, Cwdiich las aboul B8 of
headroam and the lowest overbead
clearanace | foundt there's a locker wilh 2 Spledide combeo sashes?
drver below and & Vitrfrigo freeser above The Toveand slaleieom
b ot Lese isbaned Lot with epholsterad headboard, equipped with
ar innerasring mattress moel ke the one o the mastes Teal stor
age cahinets tank the berth, with beo cedarlined anging lockers
nearly The porlside head compartment has 2 private access doog
el aniethenr in the Tallwens for ease of daviiome use,

For all her length and waeioht, the Grand Ganlkes Bastbay 35 5K s
adrean o diives | e had cpen water experience moa hlow in
Heis budl e s previous configoeation and feund it o wondearfully
comtbortable platform in threes (o oot waves. | banks gadually
o tarns and is capable of tight turos at speed, noomore than Tooe
gl in cliarmeles, that will serve vou sell when agile maneuvers
ahilioy is necassary As iy sen vials of The 55 55 shoseed, none of the
moedifeations o the deck or the inerior have chacged the waye this
wachl handles

Chanme can mean many things o different people, bt for the
coners of Orand Banles' new Eastbav 555X Toé Armby convinead
el 1 weill el el goodd. A
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