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GB Aleutian 53RP

were moved forward very close to center of balance to 
prevent offsetting trim as they drained from heavy to 
light ship,” Alfaro said. “When the boat is fully loaded, 
there’s no significant change to the trim angle from bow 
to stern.”

THE TOUR
“In developing this new model, our designers wanted 

the 53RP to impress owners and guests with her 
functionality as much as her style and sophistication,” 
said David Hensel, Grand Banks’ director of brand and 
marketing. “Every inch of the interior was evaluated 
for added storage. Living and working spaces were 
designed and re-designed to optimize ergonomics 

Top left: With galley and dinette on the same level, the lower 
helm is a natural gathering spot for those who want to share 
excellent views of what lies ahead and on both sides. Top 
right: The helm console accommodates a full suite of optional 
electronic gear, and offers controls within easy reach. Above 
left: A spacious island berth in the guest stateroom has 
excellent access to both sides and storage all around. Above 
right: The master stateroom features an athwartship berth with 
innerspring mattress, and storage everywhere. Left: The utility 
room just aft of the master stateroom has room enough for a 
freezer, washer/dryer, and bulk storables.
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or allow it, for that matter, if the day is warm. There’s 
a large hatch in the sole, well guttered and drained 
against leakage, which rises easily with the aid of 
pneumatic cylinders. A stout stainless steel safety rail 
encircles the entire aft deck, and continues forward 
along the side decks. For those who want to access 
the bridge without entering the pilothouse, an angled 
stainless steel ladder with teak treads is supplied, closed 
off by a watertight hatch overhead. Large stainless steel 
cleats and hawseholes are standard, and there are raised 
pads in the corners of the aft deck that offer storage and 
will accommodate optional Maxwell VC 2200 mooring 
capstans for Med-style mooring situations.

Side decks are painted in Awlgrip nonskid, leading up 
to an expansive Portuguese bridge with storage on the 
after side, two opening gates, and a large upholstered 
bench seat on the forward side—the perfect place to 
catch a few rays or enjoy the magnificence of a remote 
anchorage. A two-level, stainless steel safety rail 
completely encircles the foredeck, extending out over 
the fiberglass anchor platform, which is equipped with 

and usability. Deck plans were drawn and re-drawn 
to create a three-cabin layout that’s both smart and 
stylish for guests and owners alike. The engine room 
was completely re-worked to be extremely functional 
while opening up a tremendous amount of space—and 
opportunities—in other areas down below.”

I boarded the 53RP from the molded stern swim 
platform, which was covered in teak planking, as 
was the aft deck. There are two rail gates, port and 
starboard, located approximately amidships. The 
transom gate is set to starboard, and it locks positively 
with heavy-duty hardware. There are wing doors to 
take the edge off a strong breeze on a day at anchor, 

	 LOA 	 57'10"

	 LWL  	49' 4"

	 BEAM 	 17' 9"

	 DRAFT  	4'9" (half load)

	 DISPLACEMENT	 73,000 lb. (half load)

	 BRIDGE CLEARANCE	 18'6" (top of arch)

	 ENGINE	 Twin 600hp Cummins 

		  QSC 8.3 (standard)

	 ENGINES	 Twin 715hp 

		  Caterpillar C12 ACERT 		

		  (optional, tested)

	 GENERATOR	 21.5kW Onan e-QD 		

		  (standard) 

	 FUEL	 1,000 U.S. gal. 

	 WATER	 300 U.S. gal. 

	 HOLDING TANK 	 100 U.S. gal. 

	 GRAY WATER 	 52 U.S. gal.

	 MAXIMUM SPEED	 24.6 knots (tested power)

	 LOW CRUISE SPEED	 8.2 knots (tested power)

	 RANGE AT 

	 LOW CRUISE SPEED	 636nm at 8.2 knots

	 DESIGNER	 Grand Banks Design Team

	 BUILDER	 Grand Banks Yachts		

	 BASE PRICE	 Available on request
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the double sliding glass doors aft make all the difference.
The standard three-cabin layout on the accom-

modations level includes a midship master with private 
head compartment and separate shower, a spacious 
guest cabin forward with private access to the starboard 
day head with separate shower, and a twin-bunk cabin, 
which can be configured as an office. Aft of the master 
is the storage/utility room, which can be configured as 
crew’s quarters accessible through the engine room. In 
the standard layout, there is a watertight door leading 
to the engine room, which is well laid out for service 
and equipped to the high standards for which Grand 
Banks is known.

Given its excellent performance in a confused sea, 
the timeless styling that is at once functional and 
breathtaking, and the luxurious appointments that are 
the foundation of every Grand Banks yacht, the new 
53RP achieves the status of the Aleutians that have 
come before, and breathes fresh air into a tried and 
proven concept. 

double stainless rollers for dual anchors. Accordingly, 
the anchor locker, which has stout locking hatches, 
is divided for rope and chain, and the heavy-duty 
horizontal windlass will handle both.

The flybridge offers wonderful views all around, a 
Stidd Admiral chair for the helmsman, and two settees 
for guests. There’s a large helm console for a full 
electronics suite, as there is at the helm below, and the 
boat deck comes standard with a Steelhead SM800R 
davit (an ES1000 is optional) and chocks. A hardtop 
is available as well. A weathertight door to port leads 
down to the lower helm and the interior.

With its galley, dinette, and helm on the same raised 
bridgedeck, family and guests naturally gravitate to 
this part of the boat. Because the counters of the galley 
are kept low, visibility aft from the helm is excellent. 
A starboard side door provides excellent deck access 
and quick looks for those areas aft that can be partially 
blocked by the deckhouse side pillar, but the large 
saloon windows and the floor-to-ceiling glass panels in 

Above: The new Grand Banks Aleutian 53 RP features a Steelhead SM800R davit on the large boat deck that completely protects 
the aft deck and covers the side decks, two settees, and a large helm console with a single Stidd Admiral seat. Opposite page: 
Optional twin 715hp Caterpillar ACERT diesels fill the engine room, and have easily-accessed service points.




