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BoatReport s : el - We like
Grand Banks &?Heritagel:urnp ' r i e D L ; :

BN
Eny rrr

The simple dash works
well. Behlnd and below it
s a huge storage area.

' rand Banks — the name has becomea
Whﬂt the ﬁsh BS 5E6 whEIl thE'f:r.’r gﬂzﬂ up at thﬂ synomym for solid, safe, reliable, unchanging.
: : . . . There's nu doulbt that the first three gualitics
Grand Banks 47 Heritage Europa is decidedly new xenil) i, ot thi Jost chereeneriatic s
SO 1N l]t?r il'lﬂ!'(:.'lﬁir];’. [PTEESIETE {15 ['_I'H,' :n."(,'ﬂ I's
roll B Al all because of costomer demand,

et foas HAnetrd] Oveners of tradilional-loaking crall may well prodess that they

would be a welcome 5 SRR I 3 4 e
addition here. | i : i arg |‘mp]>j,' prstlering :aJun;; al .51||:-|J|:|L11:1p__ LTINS apecds, But

i realies, i vou give most owners Lhe opporiunity they will e
the mcst powerful engines possible, and then some ="just in
case’ s the wsual defence,

That is all verywelDwitle a planing boat whers the Lws al
bydzodynasmics dicee tal bipger engines ofien barn ne
e fuek per onile an their smatler relations, and
anmetinees even dess. Aod planing lorms are designed o
Tanselle the speciiie denmands of high-spesd travel, That is
sl definitely not the case with the original Grand Tanks
hull, a hard-chine Toro witls knife-like bow sections ad a

The engineroom i ELIRONINER cdeep keel, Tlis Arst saw e light of day inoche 19605 a5 the
— 3 superi. e makes for safe steps. SEETTREE TRy RRAM I Spay, aned sulsequently in glassfilire form
The Stidd seats are . : i | e ¢ o owhen the 32, 36 and 42 selled oul of their [urong vard in
E:::’;::m:"l: 21;;;" : _ - . . Singapore, Despite the boal’s unavoidable speed Timitations,
classy you can buy. b : i L | custormers have Been bulbving CGrrand Banks into squeesing,

ever muore powerful engines into bl shapes thal wers:
optimdsed for lite i the slow laoe, Sormething Ll o give.

All change?

What gave was the hull shape. Grand Banls commissioned
legendary U5 design company Sparkosan & Slevens, "o
developa design that would eflicient by ame engines with ever
increasing horsepower while maindaining good seakesping
characteriziics”. So althongh whal vou see abusve the waterline
appenrs i be classic Grand Banls fare, whal the fishes see
when they gaze upoal the Greand Banks 47 Merilage Turopa is
decidedly new,
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are darkly tinted and
bonded in place, without
the need for frames.

Solit GRP instead
of canvas dodgers
M on the flybridge.

Teal: capped
handrails have
been replaced by
maintenance-frec
stainless,

exbends
uncher the
bathing
atform.

What 585 came up with was o modified deep-see shape dynmic stability provided by the deep-vee shape and the greater Spat the changes:
with propeller tunnels, I gestalion was wol entirely painless. specd, should produce a oot with far better downwind manners. ﬂ;‘:r?:gagitlzi:'r::w
[nitial testing produced toe much bow-up trim, so Grand Althougl we can’t unequivecally confirm this because the maintenance-free
Banks extended the hall considerably 1o add buoyancy alt - conditions on the day of our test were nndentanding lora boat ?F:::L“:ﬁggﬂf
instead of the original overhanging teak grating the hull this sive, the GBEAT was far steadier al speed than the GE46 Buropa now bonded in
Trstterin is poswe in line with the Back of the moulded Bathing wee bested (ATRY April 20023, and L woulkl be astonished if there ﬂ:ﬁu:';';ITEGRP
platform The modilications have worked wonders because wasi't el improved downwined handling, instead of canvas
oy boat happily ran along with exceplionally low numning These mild test conditions alse made it dilficult 10 evaluate the  9odgers.
angles of around 307, Thisis aboat 1257 [ess than a inevitable downside of planing forms compared with their semi
conveentional d0-knot planing boat. and it is helpful on this displacement rivals: the inereasing bumpiness of the upwind ride

type of boal where the high bow and bulky ancher plattorm
can abscure the helmsman’s view fron the lewer helm,

Lisetially, this low trim was achieved without the help of It EDI‘IIEI‘Eﬂ HlmDSt f].at, Whippil’lg E.I'Dund. fEI.I‘ more
quickly and tightly than a conventional planing boat

trim b, so theoretically there’s still plenty of scope to push
the bows doser or trim the loal elfectively in g crosswined, In
practice, the trim tabs felt less effective than vsual, although
the GEAT never behaved as thoogh il needed mese frimming,
—— As lisual, supe
Driving the GB47 ¢ " ; R g :nnbsr;ﬂrnt:at?;:ln%i;
Ot em the water, the GB47 did not feck or handle like o ! A enginersom, wi
conventivnal planing bl Weighing in at 2002 tonnes [igh
(281 tommes swith 00% fuel and water), it is comparalsbe o
the 206-tenne {lishi ] Sunseeker Manhattan 50— bt that s
where the similarities end. Like most long-keel semi-
dizplacement lorms, it cornered almost completely Hal vven al
o specdl, whippang aroud fa more quickly and tightlby than
aconventional planing boat. And at loveer speeds, whoen it was
ot geing fasl enough fo generate significant dynamic
stabilicy, the lanky GR47 sl rolled gently in waves.

Sovwhat changes or Benefits bas the switch toa plasing
form produced? The Achilles” heel of the original Ken Simdth
Bl formms always used 1o be thenr wayward behaviour in big
guartering seas, and here the new GB4T should be sireels
ghead, A combination of propeller tunnels channelling the
water more resalictely along the hull, along with the extra
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foul play

= barnacles
affected our
speed data.

Our test boat had — surprisingly - not been
antifouled, but it still reached 21.2 knots

Overhead handrail
contributes to safety
In bumpy condltions.

e




Balow: plastic
shower trays are
practicalbutlook
cheap sat against
the elevated
quality elsewhers: §

that Grand Banks chose a deliberate rrade: a bumpier ride
upwind din veturn for far betler dovnwind manners, Stll,
althaugh seme semi-displacement or transition forms can
eluihit the handicaps cited by Grand Banks, that has nol been
my experience on the best that T have driven,

The results of our subsequent speed trials need qualifying.
Unbelknown to s, our boat had net been antifouled, and as
onr barnacle-encrusted photos show (Facing page), its
surprising we even achicved 212 knots, When 1first deove the
CiE47 inthe Solent, | saw 23-plus koots register on the GPS
Likewise, thie UK dealers are adamant that with full tanlks they
achieved 24,0 knots at 2,300rpm, S0 our range and
consumption Ggures should all improve by up to 123% —a
considerable B, There is also an extra koot available, courtesy
al the optional 360hp versiom of the 5100p C9 CATs,

Above and below decks

Adthough it is definitely not all change heve, there are several
substle but significant shifls compared with the outgoing
L4, Gone are the teak-capped bandrails; in their place are
comparatively maintenance-free stainless tubes, Gone too are
the dodgers that protected the back end of the Bybridge. The
integral glassfibre mouldings that now serve the seme
purpose provide better wined protection, but they de make the
Mylridge lool bulky and Td be tempted to string dummy Bue
dodliers over the top,

Girand Banks have been Atling Linted saloon windows for
some lime — {0 response W customer demand, they say.
Boning these windews into place is a good idea: thevare
stranger and less Hkely to leak than the outgoing convenliona
frames. Whatever custemers say though, under the glow of
the evening sun, the tint macde the GB47% lovely saloon feel
far dimmer instde than the three older Grand Banks boals
sitling alongside, Grand Banks say that they leave the ferward
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The heautiful joinery has lost none of its timeless
appeal, yet it now has a subtle contemporary edge

Twin guest cabin

to starboard:

o
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Good view from flybridge

and whealhouse halms,
thanks to low running
angles at any speed.

Moving around this boat could not be easier and
the boat is a doddle to moor short handed

Mooring facllities
do not get any
bettar than this

= the 47 is a joy to
berth, even short
handed,

e

S

screens untinced for safery reasons, and given thal keeping a
safe lookeutl involves more than simply stariog strazzhit abead,
the tinted side screens seem at odds with GBS olherwise
exernplary attitude to safety at sea.

When it comes to sbyle, subjective though it s d judge
Girand Banks' changes inside to be a success, Somechow thei
beautifully assembled joinery has lost none of its timeless
appeal, vet it clearly has o sulbtly contermporary edge to it now,
and this new detailing flows throogh into things like the
cverhead handradls in the saloon with their sleel: stainless
steel end suppeorts, With T4in {355mm) more beam than
thi 42, the GB47 was bound te be morve volumineas
throughout, but this extra reom is particularky noliceable in
the owner’s cabin, which has space to spare even with bwio
people inside. There is bapgs of stowage for one's long-term
cruising gear

Grrand Banks have also provided the most mpressive
engineroom access this side of, well, 2 Grand Banles Eastbay
38, The entive moulding for the cockpit steps hinges shywards
anel you pass theowgh this great opening and descend into
engineering nirvana down large teale steps. 1t could only be
bettered if Grand Banks provided wheelchaie access.

Elsewhere, it is business as wsual, which for Grand Banks
mieans good business. Moving arcund this boat couldn't be
caster or safer, and the superlative mooring gear means the
bt is o deddle to moor short banded. The big door ooto the
starboard side decl combines with the large opening windows
ter prosvide excellent ventilaton, and the overhanging
febridge helps to keep the san ofT the alt deck and side decls.

The engineering and construclion quality is [irst rale, the
headroom and berth sizes are generous all round, the lighting
i pond (19 balogens in the saloon, for example], the
mattresses are fully speung, the countertops fddled, the
draweers dovetailed, and the fully adjustable Sodd seats o the
fEybridge are fantastic. 1 could go on. but vou get the picture,
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Verdict |
The stop-press’ heacling news is without
douhl the new Sparkiman & Stevens-
designad deep-wee planing hull How
irportant this is teyou in the overall
soheme of things depends on two points!
o fast you want to travel, and how you
feel abaut the trade-olf between the GBS
greatly improvad handling in a foflowing sea
ani its unavosdably bumpier upswing ride if
you docnonse touse all of its 25 knot
potential when the going gets rough.

Hyou ruly need noticeably mors speed
thzn the pravious generation ot Grand
Bartis boals, 2 little lateral thinking might
laa you to the 30-plus-knot Grand Banks
47 Eastoay flvbridpe. Az an owner of a &7
Easthay. blessed with a similar arnount of
accommodation and around 31 knols rathar
than 25, you'd only miss e overhanging
fivbridge and the deep walkaround dechs
Likewiae, i vour geenda is traditional looks
andl fine build quality, aleng with speed in
the mid-20s ar above, there are other faster
baoats thal you could considar, like the
Haridy 5O and the Aqua-Star 45,

Hereragzr, if the GEAS s trawler-style lodis,
pverall workings and notable cachet an:
nen-negotiable, those factors are iratevant.
Somany of the gualities that maks this 2
fine boal are the things we all know ard love
from previous Grand Bangs: the way the
boat can be handled and moored so.easiy
because of thevast walkaround side dacks
and the axcellent mooring gear; the
sociability and practicality of the galley-up
ezt alongside the feeling of absalute
sefely on board: the superb engineering
and canstruckion, and the beat's excellent
ventilation. These are the qualities that go
tomake un a gresk ordising Boak And in
| these areas the GBRAT has few peers. MBY

S
S

Bngina anil Eriva s,gnlems

Towan GAT CO_520hp @ 2. 500 pm.
| fecylinder 8 8-litre diesels. 75hp 09 also available

2
&

i

» ¢ Thumhbsupor tlmmhs down?

Dae

Overall length  50ft Sin {15. 4;"mj i Ups
| Hull lengih AGIL 1Lin (14.30m) e 1+1|Ip|t&gﬂatlnnn = Enginaeringnslaliation
| Bagm -1 5t ?”I [-tﬁbm} : %au.mnlvsallr_—f LI.|3I.|1:..-.“JIJ.‘ 3
e - Easy rmoverment around boat
Displacement 20,7 lonnes light, 23, 1 tonnes loaded Supert construction quality
| {lnaded = light + 100% fuel water) « Mooring facilities
Draught S Lin (1.17m) ENgineraoim access
Bivdraught 21t in (B50m) totop of mast {ET:T;"L'::U; ':;;Ha“” i
| ir draught 14§t Ain (4.37m) mast efc lowered 5 : e
Fuel capacity  S0Dimpgal (2271 litres) E= D'::;‘r'r:lﬁ AN A e S
| Water capaeity 216 imp gal (984 litres) D:rﬁytl:n{cawﬁz;,;E
RPM 1400 1600 130020002100 2,200 2300 2400 2450 Plastic snower flcors
SPEED 100 115 129 150 165 179 193 205 212
|TRM 00" D5 20 25°30° 30" 30" 307 30
GPH 92 W7 IB6 228 254 85 325 36 436
MPG 109 078 069 066 085 DEI 1]59 055 04
HAHGE 4 13 ??F .»:53 EEI:I ?51 233 Zlﬂ _]EM

."‘@e.r.-re.e. AN KE m.-:.f.rr.%wiﬁfu Ravige alioey f::.r -"ﬁ'?ﬁ feson, .ﬁ:& f:re.n' a5 mmr 2
v, awer 5 stores, 22 air fomp, 100 pressiee. Complelely caim for speet (il

Slow cruising 100 kncﬂs Adhmiles ] dﬂﬂrpn:
Cruising 16,5 knots, 260 miles 7. 100rpm {CAT ki
1] _ conkinuous eruise) LIt
Fast cruising  19.3 knots. 238 miles @ 2.300rpim Drpin (AT masimm cruise) __
Flat out 21,2 hmols, 194 miles 7 7 A50rpm i your Femitis teaditional
lochs and fine build quality,
SOUHD I.E'.f[l.S_.__l_l_I}_i,[A} Helm Saloon ﬂﬂl!llEllt Fljhndgs alengside speed inthe
Slow cruising @10.0knets 71 71 &2 b6 rmici-201s or above, the choics
Cruising @ 16.5 knots a1 80 9 " is remarkably good. Starting around
| Fast eruising @ 19 knots 3 a 9 o i 740000, the voluminous Hardy S0is
Flat oot @ 21.2 knofs T 04 1 | alightly rmore expensive, bul its standard
' = i il T F0ihp diesels can propel it al 27 knots, |L
I_"l]'t:lé fram I 41]95’ =, UK (1 ﬁn ;155!““]! i . = nias & smaller flybridge than the GBA7 5.

bt it affers the unmatched prvacy of an

Price as tested  £G50,673 inc UKVAT (twin $10hp) aft cabin, 1§ its semi-isplacement il is
Desipner Sparkman & Slevens, 2002 S haf & impressive as the outstanding

RCD category 1 (for 12 people) i = | Hardy 42 (MB¥ August 2003}, expect
Contact Baat Slwwrooms of London excellent handling and 2 serens. slam-freg

ride even in larrible conditions,

The Sea Ranger B0 offers sirmiiar
benafits to he Hardy 50 2 batter turn of
speed thar the GE4AZ an 2l cabin, a
| wonderful saloon, and @ very smooth ride,
| And thess top-notoh builders offer loks of
potential for customisation, The finely
cratted and practically designed Sabreling
A 15 2 2a-knat boat, and the salidly bulll
Anua-Star 48 can clip aleng at 2n
imoressive 30 knots with DS-500hp Volos,

Far something closer in concept and
shyling terms, try the trawlerstyle Skagen
S0 This long-keel boat achieves 20 knots
with its standard 450hp CAT:, and the
larze fiybridps ovarhangs he covered aft
pleck fike the GRAZ L has a stunning
interior 2nd the enficermant of an
cptional full-beam owner's cabin

Tel: +44 (023 8045 4000 1]
Lrnail: hamblefhaatshowrooms a‘um
Website: wes grandbanks.com

| (moe e skagenS0ok),

oo 115
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