


We launch a brand-new Grand Banks
47 Heritage Classic with a cruisc around
Singapore, plus a side trip to exotic Langkawi
B'\ Peter A. Janssen phor eraphy by Gary John Norman

HULL NUMBER ONE. GRAND BANKS 27 HERITAGE CLASSIC,
I SINGAPORE (ABOVE]. TRADITIONAL THAI HOUSES IN.
LANGKAW), ON THE MALAYSIATHAILAND BORDER {LEFT),




[t was just before midnight, and we were somewhere

afl e coast of Lingkawi, cn the horder of Malaysia and T !'»-J'I and
speeding toward an islond anchorage al 20 knots on a gorgeous.
biue-hulled Crand Banks Eastbay 47 The water was flat, and on
fhe brfclge

stars covered us, there were mil Nions and millons of them, more

(he lrople air was warm and soithing. An umbrell of

hian 'ver everr seen betore, and they secmed so close thal we O ]

l||||-|1| It was e of those magical

kv Dleneded seamlessly into one

alenost peaeh oot and tosseh
e ts b e water and the s

pnaverses s couldn’t el wlgere ane ended and the ather beg
W '..||1||| ain el thae fnghit, as il ','.I-.|||'I|-|!l.'-!1 i dirsae and space

Cur Langhiwl acdventiare was really & crokse within o crogse

o chanede 10 da some boating where (he people i that pan ol

e wendel oo whien ey Tave the opportanity The peal pomt of

Ulis 1eip, Hying hallway around the world from home, was 1o ses

e brancnew, bull pumber ooe al the Grand Banks 47 Heritag

Classic tn s home walers in ."':lll!.!.'1|".lrl' ) Stngapeore i primar by
a commerelid barksor, For recreational boating, people cither head

5 miles

up this east siche ol e Maday peninsula o as we did, go
northwest o Langhawl, an archipelago of 99 islands G high tide
with some of the most Beautilul beaches and protected coves and
cruising grouncds you'll ever sede

But texstarn al the Beginning, We (Gary Jehn Norman, the pho-
poprapher; David Hengel, Grand Banks marketing director from
Soealtles-and 1) lirst saw the 47 Heritage Classic in the morning oist
tieed 1o e dock sl One 15 Marina (one degree, 15 minutes nosth of
(he eqquntor} in Sentasa, the resort jsland that's pan of Sing

(Full disclosure: Tam guite fond of Grand Baoks, particularly the

Heritage/Classic line, becausa | osed w0 have ane, a 36, [ not only

0

critlsed the Fast Coast, from the Florida Keys to Mantuckel on il
bt | also ived ahoarnd veareosund in Connecticut,)

ames Purves, Grand Banks” Singapore dealer, lired up the now

wir were under way, the twin Cal 453 |||| U7 oljesils R

Jrir sl an easy 18 knots into the mato harbor Three things about

Firsl is i nesw atcess dooy

w AT catght my eye right away

eading fram the back of the satoon to the afit deck on the port

shdie. 5o that you don't have toowalk out along the sidecdecks (ooget

v bavck of the boat, Second was the gallevaedown arrangaement,

weil b y
will a very

sadley o the prort sice st o steps down from

saloon, so that it is stll part al the maln conversation and

g area of the boat. Thied ks o budltin recess on e starboard

= o he br

fior the ot The davit simiply swings out sehen
wiri wanit i s hiclden anel out of the wive the pest ol tha time, oot
allecting the classic lines of the boat, Lip top, the il 1 Lyroae

wned uncluttered, A Stidd helm chatr s coptered, with aoather ofl o

rhoared. Dsettled into o comfortable cushioned seat on the [rcare
(WLl haeve o fall eest of the A7 Hoerilage

Classic in an upooming issue.)

s s Japnes ook us oul

I the conrse of two davs, we crised around Singapore, hoplng

sweather (it was e ralony season), particulsrly
@ first day we put in at Ratfles Marina (the famous
Kaflles }-n[.--_ 5 h alf an hour away downiotn) and ate June b o the
patio, while other guests wandered down to look at the new Grand
Banks. We cruised past dozens and dozens of leighiers, and look
a good look at the kelongs, or small houses, shacks really, built on

|N THE MIDDLE OF THE BUSTLING SINGAPORE HARBOR THE 47 HERITAGE CL PASSES KELONGS, FISHERMEN'S HOUSES OM STILTS WITH FISH TRAPS,
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macarira

THE 2004 EASTEAY 47 IN LANGKAWI [ABOVE) WITH A CUSTOM
HARDTOP TO PROTECT AGAINST THE TROPIC SUM. A CHINESE TEMPLE
IN SINGAPORE [LEFT), AND THE EASTBAY CRUISING AMONG SOME OF
THE SMALLER, GREENER ISLANDS IN THE LANGKAW! CHAIN (BELOW).

le af harborwith fish traps in the middla
Az we dodged rain squalls and white caps, we appreciated
lower helm station and the 47z excellent visibilite and hoat
"dhﬂﬂ spun it in Marina Bay, in [ront of Singapore's skyscrapers,
y over by the Iconic Merlion (half mermaid, Ball lion)
1 there. | vealized (no surprise) that this is a seaman’s boat,
'-‘t1 handholds everywhere yau need them and
huge ol bled in the bow and stern, [Falso (adain, no sure
_:-r'.'o'*.-j is solid; there are no-eattles and the doors close with a thuok,
nd the teak and joinerwork is simply Beautiful
Tor head

stakes in the 1

i for a more traditional cruising ground, we left the A7
Heritage CLin Sentwosa, and Mew up o Langkawi, changing planes
Eusla Lumpur. fames. ever pesourcebul], st us al o swalerlion
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The 47 Heritage CL (no surprise) is

T

a.seaman’s boat, strong, sturdy and solid.
| The teak and joinerwork is beautiful

SINGAPORE, THE ECONOMIC BRIDGE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, i5 ONE OF THE BUSIEST PORTS IN THE WORLD. THE AUTHOR {BELOW LEFT],

et st Telogn Hovbour, & major resort arch, wiere wis had i U45 in the morning. AL that point, we all stmply stayed up

laee dlinper overlonking the docks before climbing on the Eastbay Onee the sun came wp, 1 saw semething abonst five feel long in
47, James algo puns Pemansula Boaling, which manages hoals fod (ot of the boat, | thought it was o log, except that itwas moving
ominers e wins delivering the Eastbay Tater o L 1 yoagainst e cureent. James said itwas a big lzard, ilses fn
Phalet, Thatland, So there we o were, just belore midnight, rusning feuana, | decided o go swimming later We staeted the 705 hp Cats
Mrcragh one of e mest beautilul plght skies P've ever seen at 200 and wenl explonng Langkawi is the lnrgest istand i the arehipel
lenaots, [or about an hour Just as wie ermed let! o b lor our aeo, and it's the only one that's developed, U as some of the mest
anchorape, a protected cove called "the flord,” a shooting star 1l ancient minlorests in the world, so the hills-are grecn and fush,

across our bows | ook 31 tor geod Tuck bkt i also nas 1 nlets and coves and one wiile persiine Beach

[oy ane et 1 ladd mo teouble falling asleep in the masler slate ¢ are some resorts G Four Seasons, a Sheraton)

| just ahul iy eyves w

posonny i e Doy, Bud D thouaht 1w r't-a lot of people. Every once in a while we'd pass

vatlling of the anchor chain about a fool from my head jolied me nan on his long, narrow long-tail boat, where the

aweanlee, Then the "'”Hil""'h slarted. We had swung 180 de

it sticks out hehind the boat lke a very simple sterndrivee,

angirl, the local flying fish, jumped nest 1o

anchor alarn went off, and we were repositioning the boat. Ibwas wi Crilsed along
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the baat, keeping us company. In the ropics; we ©
Fowr lumeh, we turned in 16 1he Hole in the
halfsway ‘rewnd the istand and dropped {ie hook. We climbed into

the BIBte head up a small creek iooa restaarant that James recom

e, But the tlde was going oul, (e creek nanowed down

about 10 feel wide, thesun heat down, the monkeys chattered and

{hiz snakes slithered; Healt as il we were inthe middle of Apecaizs

Mt When we did gel gt the testadrnt, high and dey on sties
1

Farmes climbed onl of the BB e test (e i and sank up 1o his
frees, Wo returied oo wonderfol oating restaorant al Hole
e SWadl ang ad fresh lshe Oley serve the entive sl and prosens
rice, and lots ol e uice

When we couldn eal any more, we contmuasd Our cras
sl e island, anchormg m mad-alternoon abont 50 vards ol
a loms haltameon beach at Detan soowe conld go sweimming, Alter
Fdorse in | was surprised al how sally the water wias, wie alst wirn
getingstung by semething wie couldin ste, so wie retreated 1ot
Fiastly foar Some serious relasing

Late in the day | deease e Boal back W the manna, loating
adestog ol 20 knoks At 1900 rpen. The witier weas lat, thieshy e,

Eropater il waren on our cheeks, we Dad oot s care in the wiord

It nkgahil e Tl ditiger b Bon Ton résort, o small compound of
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THE EASTRAY 47 BETWEEN TWO OF THE ISLANDS IN
LANGEAWI'S 99.1SLAND ARCHIPELAGO [ABOVE), AND ONE OF
THE ISLAND'S WHITE-SAND BEACHES {BELOW LEFT) WITH LUSH
RAINFORESTS A% A BACKDROP A TYPICAL MALAY-CHINESE
DINNER IM LAMGREAW! (BELOW), WITH VIEWS OF PEACEFUL RICE
PADDIES AND WATER BUFFALD IN THE BACKGROUND,

antique Thai thatched houses on:stilts, The restaurant is-on a
o overlooking rice paddies, water buffalo moved slowly Tn the
‘e ate the specialty, tamarind fsh and prawns on
wlan leaf—we could have been back m the 19th contury. as
eaded back to the airport, | thought that this hacd just been
broadstroke introduction o the exotic worlds of Singapore

ground. W

Moy | eed to retarn to B in the whaole pictore
3 new Grand Banks, 7

Barbs Yerohis, soment Srared s ciai, s, pern
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