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GRAMND BANKS 44EU

Future Perfect In the new44EL,
Grand Banks Yachts has redefined

a classic By John Wooldridge

aking the transition
fecon o seriidis
placerment o @
modified  desp-y
Planing  hull, the
Gramd  Banks 44
Heritage EL 5 an
pntively new vacht
that isn't afraid Lo
acknowledge  the
influence  of  he
past, That's all to the good, because from the keel op,
the A4EL 15 an evolution that remains troe e e mission
ane sparit of Hue origial 42 Europa.

In lact, approaching the GBEAAEL oo the stern quar
ter, you'd swear yoi were looking at & OF 42 Europa, You
seee the samme bridge overhangs profecting the broad, teak-
planked aft cockpit and the wide, well-prolected side
decks, And (here's the same senae of balance aool propor-
lion between the deckhouse with s large windows and
[he Jora-prrefile trunk caltdn ool the wiell-aid-out foredeck
that has made Hhis design a modern-day classie, Bul as vou
mowe Torward vou notice thal there's also quite a bit of
flare tex e Lo, anel the take of the stem s decidedly less
verlical—sure signs that changes have been made with
increased speed and a deier ride inomind.

Like all the GB42s hal came before it the 44EL has &
solid fiberalass bull, Sparkinan & Stephens designed and
tested, with a near-full-length keel that is relentlessly com-
fomatile i a chop and very protective of the Tunning gear.
This e design, however, alsa includes prop pockets 0
help oreeer engine placement for increased stability and
minimize draft for those who want (o explore the skinnier
walers of the Bahamas, the [OW and Cliesapeake Bay.
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GRAND INDEED:
Fram its bricge
overhang to its
largge windows and
lowe-prefile trunle
calsim, this evolution
remains true ta

the Grand Barnks
traditicn.

REM

KNCTS  dBL GPH
a3 HELN

Speds, I knots, were measuoed with
GRS off Sanibal,. Fla: i 1400 wres
wetth s bl 1 warter rio black it
el i peapli abbiard Ak vermpes-
sture was B digries, with Skoet
‘wings, Avdtage water depth wes
mire thar 10 faet.

A tour of the engineroom, with
aceess from the cockpil hrough a
hatch bengath the lifting flving
bridge stairs, is & stody in carciul
engineering,  Groeo Safely Sea
cocks on o oraw waler inlets are
standard inside an engine com-
parlent delined by watertight
bulkheads, The comparlment is
viery weell insulated, as evidenced
by scnd Jevels taken during our
test, with a good deal ol the
engine and generator nose atter-
uated by custom exhaust syshems
with underwater oullets.

Sealing on the ilving bridge
inclodes & top-cl-the-line Sticd
Adrmiral fronting the centerling
el with soom o starhoard for
an optional second  Stidd, A
brienchy seal Lo port serves eoqually
well for navigator or interested
guests, hut most poests will
undoubtedly choose 1 el at
the dinette abalt the belm and
cpprosite The wit bar

Grand Banks lapped Design Unlimited (LD to bring
stvle and luxure to an interor that is spacious, thanks o
e wider Deam of the 4480 Many substle changes have
Lery made without sacrificing the
fungtional, cormforatle dalle-up
lvvoul, The staneard Sayoul in-
cludes o large master slateroci
forwird with private bead oom-
pattment, pius a starboard goest
stateroom hal can be configured
as an office for those who vwanl
lo segrenaie business from the
pleasires of cruising,

The nevwe 44 Europa is a fitting
successor looa design that has
provided  oruising  comfon 1o
counliess families since its intro.
dueticn in 1HE5, ©
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