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USHERS IN A NEW LEGACY
: BY W.HLT.IENNINGS

THE FIRST GRAND BANKS TRAWLER, a4 A6-footer, was delivered in 1963,

& d2-footer was later introduced -

ST

the company's most popular model. Fast-forward to 2005, and we
witnessed the end of an era, as four decades of producing the ven-
erable 42 ended with the delivery of hull number 1,560 in July.

When Grand Banks began build-
ing trawlers, most were powered with
asingle Lehman or aohn Deere diesel
engine, Both were slow, reliable, eco-
nomical, they'll-outlive-vou engines,
which were de rigueur [or the day, But
as the vears progressed, Grand Banks
buyers inereasingly wanted twin
engines along with more power, and
the management at Crand Banls lis-
tened, The company is not, however,
abandoning the strong market sedment
for its industry-leading 42, rather, it
is listening to increasingly vounger
buvers who want greater maobilice
{read: speed). The result is a newly

designed 44-foot speadster to step into
the shaes of the suecesstul 42,

WHAT'S UNDERMNEATH COUNTS

Crrandl Banls” new 44 Heriage is
available in owo maodels, the Classic
(LY and the Buropa (EU), Both meed-
els have the same new holl and the
same interior lavout, Our test boat
was the EU model,

“The new 44 is one of the most
important new maodels we have ever
lannched, wich o lot of fnnovative
thinking and high-gquality work going
into the boat.” said Bob Livingston,
Grand Banks chairman and CECL

Above the waterline, vou sce what
appears to he a traditional Grand
Banks (except in the stern, where
vor'Tl notice a new integral swim plat-
foorm). But helow the waterline rests
anew Sparkiman and Stevens-designed
hull that is a radieal departure from
Ceand Banks' traditional displacement
hull, The swim platform is the first
hinc that different things lay below the
waterline, and what vou cannot sce
is the 44 modified deep-V huoll with
an 18-degree deadrise. The new hull
is intended to hovse large powerplants,
which in turn allow the Heritage <4
o reach planing specds in the low-
o mid-20s (knots) depending on
poaver aptions,

Anvone whoe has ever eruised in
a Grand Banks knows that when ac
73-percent-throttle or more, there is
so much bow rise that the helmsper-
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som i the eabin has difficulty secing
over the bow. [n designing the new
44, Sparkonan and Stevens compen-
sated for this by allowing lor more
ralie in the bow, and a forefoot with
more of an “8"-curve in the hottom,
optimizing performance at higher
specds and eliminating the bow rise
problem inherent in displacement
hulls, Our sea trials confirmed there
is little bow rise in the 44, while the
helmsperson maintains excellent for-
wird visibility at all speeds (inelud-
ing WOT).

Twin propeller tunnels house 31-
by 34-1/2-ineh bronze/nickel/alu-
minum five-blade props mounted on
massivie 2-1/2-inch  srainless stecl
shafts, which, when attached to our
tist hoat's optional 500 hp Caterpillar
-9 six-ovlinder in-line  diesels,
reached a top speed of 23 knots with
a light load on board. A pair of 8D
AGM batteries provides starting power
to the Cats as well as powering 12v
appliances when the engines are
quict; a 25-pound Firchoy fire extin-
guishing system (standard) is plumbed
into the engine room for safety,

MECHANICS

The 44 Heritage maintains Grand
Banks' traditional teak sole, with a
heavy 1-1/8-inch stainless grabrail
mounted atop the teak gunnel. At the
haw, a powerlul Lofrens combo chain-
and-line windlass handles anchoring
dutics, and dual storage compartments
sit beside the windlass, as do duoal
water spigots, A third, larger deck hox,
sitting just aft of the windlass, is built
into the forward exterior of the mas-
Ler slateroom.

Seouring a Grand Banles to a dock
ar in a slip is always a jov, becanse
vou never have to worry about where
toput a line. Wich twin 12-inch stain-
liss steel cleats at every corner of the
boat plus twin eleats amidships (12
cleats total), all with hawse pipes, vou
don’t have to worry if there is going
to be g place to add another line,

The 42 Grand Banks had a 14-foot,
I-inch beam, while the 44's bearm gains
more than o foot, at 15 feet, 3 inches,
Under the 88-square-foot aft decl lies
a cavernous (- by 12-foor lazarette,
which houses twin rudder posts, triple
airconditioning compressors and a few

An Inside Look

miscellaneous electrical and hydraulic
items. Accessed via a large decl hatch
{which has a gas-assisted struc) and a
teal-over-stainless-steel ladder, there
is enonigih open space in the lazaretoe
for four people to sit and play cards,

At the transom, the integral swim
platform houses three in-platform stor-
age compartments, sulficient to carry
bumpers, lines, elecirical cords and
aother miscellany, including a
recractable swim ladder. On the port
sidde of the aft deck, 2 molded fiber-
glass stairway provides access to the
bricge, while lifting the stairs via chosc
gas-nssisted strurs allows access from
the rear deck to the engine room via
i Spacious gangway,

ABOVE AND BEYOND
Up top, the fivbridge on che 44 EL
model is huge, wich seating available

:EI
e o4
TESTER'S PIMIGMN: *0ur sea trials confirmed
there is little bow rise in the 44, while the
helmsperson maintains excellent forward
visibility at all speeds (including WOT).~

in two helm seats or an L-shaped set-
tei large enough for 1 peoaple o enjoy
faround a beautiful teale table), and
plenty of room left over on the aft end
ter hold an 11-foot rigid-huoll inflatable,
Dinghy chalks ave standard (what seri-
ous Cirand Banks owner does not have
a dinghy =) and our test boat came with
an optional telescoping davit crane.

A traditional 12-foot aluminum
Grrand Banlks radar mast sits near che
aft end of the flvbridge, with flag hal-
vardls and a pre-installed radar moune;
at the helm station, a retractable elee-
tromics panel is standard, as is a mon-
ster Jthinch  teak-and-stainless
destrover wheel.
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Grand Banks
44 Heritage
SPECIFICATIONS

LA CAgE T
Baam 1540 &in:
[raft a1t
Wigioht 48 G0 b
Fugl capagity E{ID fals.
Wiiater capacity ~OED s,

Basa price v Gaterpillar

=7 455 hp engines 5804.000

PERFORMANCE SPECS
Top speed (wiGat 5-3 500 hpj
MpG@: -
10 kot cruisa
| Range @019 knot cruise

23 knots

2 gals /i or 5 nmigal.
2ie nm

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Twin Caterpillar G-7 455 hip diesels, Onan 9 kw

gensal, trim tabs, three-hurner electric cook-

tog; micrawave, refrinerator, fragzen window

N soreens, VacuFlish heads, AGM batteries. alu-
minwm flag anc radar mast,

| OPTIONS ON TEST BOAT
| Twin Catafpaliar -9 500 hp dizsals, maring air
| b thruster sliding el seat, wat bar en-fly-
| Bridae; talescoping davit crang on Hybridge
ice-maker an fiybridge, Bose entertainmant
system. :

CONSTRUCTION :
Hand-lald fiberglass hefo the waterling, Airex |
core above e watiline, Fre-yvear varranty:
an il and-deck stroctures (inehding eamatic
blistening .

COMEANY PROFILE _
Yfears in business 50|
Numherr_gfremplﬂ,'eas 1300 |
Buat lines Aleutian, Easthay HEntage

BUILDER =
Grand Banks Yachts Lid., Seattlz, WA (B00}
809-0808; wew.grandbanks.com

WEST COAST DEALERS
Eraml 'ranhts' Vanecuver, BiC, (604} 687~

[It:eanh: ‘ranhi Sales. Sausalstn G (4158)
23153 Wi an&anlcyauhis GO
Passagamt.ar '!"anhts ‘Seatthe, WA (206)
B5-0975; W passagemakenachis.com
Stan Milier Yacht Sales, Long Beach. GA;
(562 B96-0435, ww, stanmillaryachts.com
Stan Mi!{er 'facht Salas, NB"-'-'pnrl' Beach G,

Stan Miﬂar ‘I'al:l!lt Saies San Diegn, Cﬁ. il
224-1510, werw stanmilleryachis com
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al f--rumh step up from the main deck,
Caned onee instde vouw are immediate-

Beaware thatvou're on hoard a Corand
Banlks: Beautitul ceak flocring, along
with high-guality aceoutrements and
rich teal walls are what vou get when
vou purchase a Grand Banks crawler.,
Seating for six on an L-shaped leather
settee around a beantiful teak dining
table (the table eollapses to form the
base fora berth) can be expanded to
seating for eighe with two pull-up
chairs., The U-shaped galley holds g
refrigerator, a freezer, a three-hurn-
er glass-top stove, a sink, an eve-level
microwave and lots of storage.
Upposite the galley, the el is wa-
ditional Grand Banls, The joiner work
on the dkinch all-teali scecring wheel
is another worl of art found only an
a Grand Banks, Each wheel containg
A5 parts and takes 38 hours to build.
A flush-floor hatch berween the
helm and the galley provides tepical
Grand Banks cabin access o the
cngine roam. And as previously men-
tioned, visibility Torward is greatly
improved due to the 44 better run-

ning angle while on plane

The master stateroom
in the l‘nrcpeak and containg i queen-
size pedestal berth, abundant light-

‘ing, t-font, Ginch stand-up headroom,

a 30-inch sereened ceiling hateh, a
codar-lined eloset and a private head.

A Orand Banks head is another art-

ful masterpiece; and the 44 has owo
of them (the other one is in the port
side  gangway opposite the duest
cabinl. VacuFlush commodes are
standard, as are Corian floors in the
showers; both the master and the guest
showers are spacious and inviting.
The fuest eabin to starboard has
twin bum s each one is G feel, 6 inch-
es lomg (a rarity, as most guest bunlks
do not exceed 6 feet). A short cedar-
lined hanging locker, overhead light-
ing, reading lights and ample nnder

bunlk storage round out the guest cahin
Atenities.
With the Grand Banks 42 now

retired, it appears the company has
A winner with itz new 44 Heritage
Classic and Europa models, @

@i CONTACT: GRAND BANKS YACHTS LTD.,
SEATTLE, Wi: (3001) §09-0005;

W GRAMDBARES.COM




